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The 500th Meeting of the Trent University Senate 

Tuesday, April 26, 2022, 2:00 p.m. 
Via Zoom  

Minutes 

Present were: Chair Leo Groarke, Senators Jeff Adams, Suzanne Bailey, Stefan Bilaniuk, Cathy 
Bruce, James Conolly, Campbell Deck, Marcel Dorken, Ayman El-Amir, Rodney Fitzsimons, Cyndi 
Gilmer, Scott Henderson, Michael Hickson, Holger Hintelmann, Jennine Hurl-Eamon, Michael Khan, 
Christopher Kyle, Whitney Lackenbauer, Hugo Lehmann, Coralee Leroux, Byron Lew, Joanne 
MacDonald, Claire Mooney, Marrie Mumford, Phuong Nguyen, Fergal O’Hagan, Karleen Pendleton 
Jimenez, Marco Pollanen, Raul Ponce-Hernandez, Nona Robinson, Mark Skinner, Annalise Smart, 
Hasmet Uluorta, Maggie Xenopoulos and Kelly Young. Official Visitors Heather Crowley, David 
Hollands, Moira Howes and Ian Thompson. Associate University Secretary (Senate) Tara Harrington 
and Administrative Assistant Faith Mwesigye. 

Regrets: Senators Sam Barry, Antonio Cazorla-Sanchez, Saud Choudhry, Natnaiel Dubale, Sarah 
Griffin, Hugh Hodges, Devon Howell, Abishek Nigam, Steven Rafferty, Catalina Sagarra and 
Catherine Thibeault 

Welcome and adoption of the Agenda 

The meeting opened with a welcome to the traditional territory: 
We respectfully acknowledge that we are on treaty and traditional territory of the Michi Saagiig 
Anishinabeg. We offer our gratitude to First Nations for their care for, and teachings about, our earth 
and relations. May we honour those teachings. 

Chair’s Remarks and Announcements.  

The Chair noted that there would be a celebration following the regular business of Senate.  

Minutes and Business arising Meeting of March 22, 2022. The minutes were approved with the 
correction of one typographical error. 
 
Undergraduate Studies Committee Report. Senator Mooney presented the report, which included 
the following recommendations:    
Media Studies-Two new articulation agreements with Centennial College that would enable qualified 
graduates of Centennial’s advanced diplomas in Broadcasting-Film, Television, Digital Media and 
Radio or Game Development to enter Trent’s Honours program in Media Studies with advanced 
standing. 
Political Studies-Two new articulation agreements with Durham College that would allow qualified 
graduates of Durham’s diplomas in Police Foundations or Protection, Security and Investigation enter 
Trent’s Honours program in Political Studies with advanced standing. 
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Social Work—Two new articulation agreements with George Brown College that would enable 
qualified graduates of George Brown’s Assaulted Women’s and Children’s counsellor/Advocate or 
social Service Worker diplomas to enter Trent’s Bachelor of Social Work program with advanced 
standing. 
Indigenous Studies—Three new Specializations: 
Specialization in Applied Indigenous Knowledge, Specialization in Indigenous Performance and 
Specialization in Nishnaabemowin. 
Trent University Durham GTA—The Postgraduate Certificate in Senior Police Leadership to be 
closed.  
The report also included recommendations for a number of minor modifications: 
Anthropology--new courses- ANTH 4905Y, 4906H and 4907H. 
Chemistry—Regularize trial course CHEM 4150H. 
Criminology—Regularize CRIM 3617H 
Modify program requirements for the single-major Honours program 
Indigenous Studies—Rename and modify requirements for the Diploma in foundations of 
Indigenous Learning. The program would be reduced from two years to one year and would be 
named the Transition Year for Indigenous Students—Diploma in Indigenous Learning. 
The Postgraduate Certificate in Senior Police Leadership had been offered twice but was not as 
popular as had been expected. Instead, the plan was to offer this as an online micro credential.  
The observation was made that all three of the proposed specializations in Indigenous Studies were 
in areas where Trent had strength. The possibility of having an Option in Nishnaabemowin was 
raised. 
Senate approved the recommendations. 
 
Graduate Studies Committee Report. Senator Conolly presented the report which included 
proposals for three major modifications: 
M. BEMA in Bioenvironmental Monitoring & Assessment—Changes to degree regulations. 
BEMA 5000H and BEMA 5003H must be taken in first term for part-time students. 
Course work must be completed prior to placement and capstone. 
MSc.BEMA in Bioenvironmental Monitoring & Assessment-- BEMA 5000H and BEMA 5003H 
must be taken in first term for part-time students. 
In addition to the major modifications the report included proposals for two minor modifications: 
MScFS in Forensic Science—FRSC 5001H change course title from Communication Science & 
forensic Reporting to Communicating Science & Forensic Reporting. 
FRSC 5020H Change in specifi9c content-replace the seminar with a lab component. 
M. BEMA in Bioenvironmental Monitoring & Assessment—BEMA 5013H-change grading 
scheme. 
Policy Updates—There were policy updates to the Graduate Student Appeals Procedure and the 
Degree Fees. 
Senate approved the recommendations. 
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Academic Planning and Budget Committee Report. Senator Khan presented a proposal to create 
a new department—Kinesiology. He noted that Trent and Ontario Technical University have offered a 
2+2 since 2014. Very few of the students registered in that program switched to Ontario Tech after 
completing their first two years at Trent, preferring to stay at Trent and change majors. Interest in the 
program is strong and there are more than 400 applications for the fall term. 
Senate approved the proposal.  
 
Recommendation regarding Approval of Convocation Lists.  The Chair presented a 
recommendation from the Senate Executive Committee regarding the process by which the 
convocation lists are approved. He recommended that the University continue the practice adopted in 
2015 of passing two motions annually approving qualified students for convocation and allowing the 
Dean of Graduate Studies to grant degrees to qualified candidates outside the University’s 
convocations in special circumstances.  
Senate approved the recommendations. 
 
2022-23 Committee List. Senator Hintelmann presented the list of committee assignments for 2022-
23 noting that, in addition to the Senate committees, there were numerous advisory and 
administrative committees that also required faculty participation. 
The list was approved as presented. 
 
Nominating and Governance Subcommittee Report. The Chair indicated that the report included 
proposed changes to the bylaws of Senate and some select Senate committees. He noted that the 
changes were primarily housekeeping and reflected changes to the composition of Senate, the 
merging of the Social Sciences and Humanities into one division and changes in the titles of some 
positions.  
Senate approved the recommendations as presented. 
 
Any Other Business. There was a brief discussion about the impact that COVID might have had on 
the high school education of our incoming students. It was noted that they might face additional 
challenges academically and in terms of their social skills and we should be ready to support any 
additional needs. 

One faculty Senator noted that there were significant challenges to offering a hybrid model and 
expressed the hope that we would be offering the fall term in person. The Chair reported that only two 
universities had made statements about the fall term and that consensus was that it was too early to 
reach decisions. It is likely that we will be in-person but that is subject to change. 

Celebration of the 500th Meeting of Senate. The Chair of Senate noted that it was the 500th meeting 
of the Senate of Trent University and this was cause to celebrate. The role and value of strong 
Senates has been questioned lately and several universities do not have Senates at all or have 
Senates with the authority to govern academic programs. He pointed out that the bicameral 
governance structure in place at Trent put the control over academic decisions to faculty and 
students.  
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The Chair went on to provide a few notes about the history of Senate noting that: 

• The first meeting of the Trent University Senate had taken place in March of 1965. There were 
only three voting members at that time and one of the first motions was to add to the 
membership of Senate. Prior to that first meeting of Senate all academic program decisions 
had been made by a committee. 

• Students were given seats on Senate in 1969 and heave held voting seats since that time. 
• Senate first approved the initial phase of programming in Oshawa in 1997.  

T. Harrington, the secretary of Senate, spoke briefly about Senate successes, especially in the area 
of academic programs. In 1965 Trent offered undergraduate academic programs in 13 areas. By 
2021 that had grown to 54 academic program areas. Graduate program offerings increased from one 
in 1965 to 28 in 2022. 

By the end of 2021. Trent had granted 60,073 undergraduate degrees, diplomas and post-graduate 
certificates and 2,492 graduate degrees and diplomas. 

Senator Deck congratulated Senators, past and present, on these accomplishments. He stressed the 
importance of student input into academic governance.  

Senator Khan noted that he had recently compared the academic guiding principles adopted in 1975 
with the ones currently being developed and that there was remarkable consistency in terms of the 
values that Trent espoused. 

The Chair concluded the meeting by reminding Senators that reconciliation had been an integral part 
of Trent’s academic culture since the beginning and adding that Senate has played an important role 
in reconciliation at the university and beyond: 

• Created the Indian Eskimo Studies Program. 
• Created the Department of Native Studies. 
• The first Ashley Fellow had been Jacob Thomas, a Cayuga Elder.   
• Established the Aboriginal Education Council. 
• Endorsed the Statement of Affirmation and Support. 
• Created the Senate Committee on Indigenous Education created. 
• Approved the Indigenous course requirement. 

 
Adjournment. 
The meeting adjourned at 3:50. 

Dr. L. Groarke, Chair 
T. Harrington, Secretary 

 

NOTE: Each Senator had been given a gift bag with mementos of the occasion. 
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